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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 and 1.98, applicants respectfully submit this 
communication to make of record the document(s) cited in FORM PTO-1449. Copies of the 
cited document(s) are enclosed herewith. 

Applicants respectfully certify in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.97(e)(l) that each item of 
information contained in this information disclosure statement was cited in any communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three (3) months 
prior to the filing of this statement. 

It is respectfully submitted that the disclosure of the above document does not constitute 
an admission that it is relevant or material to the claims or are "prior art" to the subject 
application. The citation of it is not to be considered as a representation that no better art exists 
or that a search has been made. 

Although Applicants believe that no fee is due, the Commissioner is hereby authorized 
to charge Deposit Account No. 02-1666 for any additional fees which may be required or credit 
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any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 02-1666. 



Dated: February Z , 2004. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Robert E. West 
Reg. No. 48,030 



Becton, Dickinson and Company 
1 Becton Drive 

Franklin Lakes, NJ 07417-1880 
(201) 847-6782 



#74308 



Agent for Applicant 



I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS CORRESPONDENCE IS BEING 
DEPOSITED WITH THE UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE AS FIRST 
CLASS MAIL IN AN ENVELOPE ADDRESSED TO: COMMISSIONER 
FOR PATENTS, P.O. BOX. 1450, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450 
ON: FEBRUARY \3_, 2004. 

BY: LORRAINE T. KOWALCHUK 
I (SIGNATURE)' (DATE) 
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Cite 
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Publication 
Date 
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Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
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Or Relevant Figures Appear 
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Country Code 3 "Number 4 "Kind Code 5 (if known) 






DE446 818C 




Weyl 










DE 197 17 253 A 




Klaus 










DE 195 12 607 A 




Rull 










FR2 749 172 




Maret 



































Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.Qov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-tetter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 

If you need assistance in completing the forni, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 



